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physician patient visiting habits, and their determinants in a Saudi community. To investigate the visiting patterns of family physicians (FPs) in a Saudi community, and the determinants of visiting frequency and duration. A national postal survey was conducted in two stages. At the first stage, the physicians were selected by
multistage cluster random sampling. At the second stage, questionnaires were sent to the physicians and their households. In total, 446 physicians and 4,966 outpatients responded to the survey. Of the physicians who completed the survey, the average number of patients seen per day was 5.5. The majority of physicians

reported that > 60% of their patients had no symptoms at their last visit, and that > 20% of their patients were absent from their practice for > or = 20 days in the preceding six months. In the logistic regression model, the most important determinants of high or low visiting frequency were as follows: younger age (OR 1.23;
95%CI 1.13-1
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