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Mumbai.Former NFL quarterback Tom Brady is standing by the league's
request that it not be sued in the national anthem protests, saying he would
feel "happy to die" to protect it. Brady told "CBS This Morning" in an interview
aired Tuesday that he wants to "be a unifying force" when the national anthem
is played at sporting events. NFL commissioner Roger Goodell said last month
that the league would not invite protests during the national anthem at games,
but that the protests wouldn't be policed and players would be free to express
themselves. Brady, who is bracing for his own possible Super Bowl suspension
for allegedly deflating footballs, supported Goodell's stance and rejected calls
from the players' union to eliminate the protests. "I think what we have to
recognize is that the players aren't the only ones that want that," Brady said.
"They're taking a real risk by taking that. But the fans and I think the NFL as a
whole, the owners, they certainly don't want to see that." The former Patriots
quarterback said he thinks it's wrong to have a protest in the first place. "They
need to work to change it," Brady said of the anthem protests. "To think that
there's no problem in the first place makes no sense to me. To think that we
have to protect it by taking a knee, I don't think that's the way to go." The New
England Patriots and the NFL have been the target of protests at many of their
home games in the past. Brady said he's not too concerned about the backlash
from fans and teammates if he were to be suspended. "It would be kind of
odd," he said. "My whole career has been about being connected to the team. I
feel like I've been the
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